The Graduate Student Assembly is in a unique position to affect positive change at UT by advocating effectively as a legislative body. However, to do that, the GSA needs strong leadership that can ensure efficiency and involvement. As Vice-President of Student Affairs, I have a three-pronged plan to increase member effectiveness, member engagement, and legislative efficiency:

First, the GSA needs to help its members be effective representatives. That means we need to provide resources for our representatives to do their jobs. As VPIA, my first priority will be educating members about how to reach out to the needs and interests of organizations and individuals within their constituency. The GSA needs to serve graduate students, not the other way around.
Second, we need to engage our members. This means forming standing committees that utilize members’ specialties and connections to craft meaningful and timely legislation that will lead to actual results with UT administrators. It also means engaging our representatives in advocacy at all levels of the University.

Finally, we need an efficient body. As VPIA I will formally implement Robert’s Rules to help us conduct our meetings in a non-partisan and professional way. Furthermore, I’ll chair an ad-hoc committee to review our internal rules and propose revisions that maximize effectiveness and efficiency. It’s time to cut the red tape and start acting like a serious voice for graduate students.

I have three years of experience leading university organizations and over three years of experience with Roberts Rules and the legislative process. At my alma mater, I served on the Student Senate’s Rules Committee. I’ve worked in the US Congress. I promise that if elected I will bring real, positive, tangible reform to the internal operations of the GSA.
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