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Personal Statement – Vice President for External Affairs 
The Graduate Student Assembly (GSA) is the organization that represents the interests of all graduate students at The University of Texas at Austin.  In doing so, the organization must remain connected to graduate students, faculty, and staff so that the university administration addresses the concerns of graduate students.  There are many issues in the UT and Austin community that greatly affect the graduate student experience and it is imperative that graduate students are fully aware of how public policy affects our ability to earn a graduate degree and change the world.  With this said, it is my sincere intention to serve GSA and my fellow graduate students as Vice President for External Affairs.

As the current Communications Director for GSA, I help to organize the weekly update sent out to our list serve on a regular basis.  I am able to communicate the important work that GSA was doing on behalf of graduate students and connect graduate students with opportunities available to them on campus and in the Austin community.  I have solidified GSA’s relationship with The Daily Texan and help coordinate the Graduate Student Voices Column.  Through this partnership, the GSA has allowed ten graduate students to voice their opinions about graduate life in Austin to the entire university community. 

During the 2008-2009 academic year, I also served as the Vice President for Administration for the National Black Graduate Student Association where I coordinated the internal affairs of the organization, planned quarterly executive board meetings, and assisted in planning the organization’s annual conference. 

I am greatly interested in serving as the Vice President for External Affairs for GSA to help expand the influence and impact that the organization has on The University of Texas at Austin. I am a dedicated individual who pays attention to detail and is willing to work hard to complete all tasks and projects.  I hope to be able to create relationships with multiple departments and organizations on and off campus and ensure that the voice of the graduate student is represented when major decisions are being made. 
