Manuel Gonzalez

GSA Personal Statement

My name is Manuel Gonzalez and I am a running for President of the Graduate Student Assembly (GSA) at The University of Texas at Austin. I am a 3rd year graduate student working towards my PhD in Higher Education Administration in the Department of Educational Administration. I have represented this department with great pride throughout my 3 years of service to GSA. 

As a GSA representative, I have been fortunate to work towards the advancement of graduate student issues on a number of committees. I have served on the Graduate Faculty Assembly, the Graduate Dean’s Student Advisory, and the Rights, Responsibilities, and Welfare for Graduate Student Employees committees. On these committees, I have advocated for graduate student housing (increasing security & availability), TA/AI/GRA salaries (increasing minimum pay), university-wide presence (adding graduate representatives on integral committees), and university social responsibility (addressing UT-System investment). 
The progress made has been beneficial for the UT graduate population and personally enriching. I feel I am prepared to serve as your GSA President and continue my work on these causes. If elected President, I will serve as the voice of the graduate student body that stands over 12,000 strong on this campus. Through my experience working with the Dean of the Graduate School and many other UT administrative offices, I have identified significant needs and concerns of UT’s graduate students. I plan to address these items in the coming year: 
-TA/AI/GRA salary (increasing the minimum)

-Housing (providing voice on BrackTrack issues & greater availability/options)

-Health Insurance (providing options for fellowship recipients)

-Diversity (initiating mentoring/outreach/recruitment/retention for underrepresented graduate students)

-Legislative Issues (educating Texas Legislators on Higher Education issues)

-Graduate Voice (increasing representation on university issues)

-Unifying the graduate community
I have several years of experience in GSA and working with university administrators, but what makes me the best candidate for this position is my sincere passion for the advocacy of graduate students. We have a voice and I want it to be heard I appreciate your support and ask that you vote for me in the coming election.

Thank you for your consideration and Hook’em. 
